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	Commissioned	by	Ensemble	for	These	Times	

First	performance	on	November	8,	2024,	by	Ensemble	for	These	Times		
(Lylia	Guion,	violin,	Megan	Chartier,	cello,	and	Margaret	Halbig,	piano)	

Duration:	c.	14	minutes	

The	title	“And	I	Made	My	Own	Way,	Deciphering	That	Fire”	is	taken	from	Pablo	Neruda’s	
1964	anthology	Memorial	de	la	isla	negra,	which	is	a	collection	of	over	100	poems	
fashioned	into	a	kind	of	poetic	autobiography.	The	poem	that	this	line	is	taken	from	is	
titled,	simply,	“La	Poesía,”	which	describes	his	process	of	discovering	himself	as	a	poet.	It	
resonates	deeply	with	my	own	experience	as	a	composer,	trying	to	express	myself	though	
melodies	and	rhythms,	textures	and	timbres.	Sometimes	it	feels	like	I	am	taking	dictation	–	
like	I	am	inscribing	something	predetermined,	something	outside	myself	that	needs	to	be	
apprehended	and	deciphered,	and	yet	is	somehow	totally	mine.		

This	is	from	the	second	stanza	of	the	poem:	

Yo	no	sabía	qué	decir,	mi	boca	
no	sabía	
nombrar,	
mis	ojos	eran	ciegos,	
y	algo	golpeaba	en	mi	alma,	
fiebre	o	alas	perdidas,	
y	me	fui	haciendo	solo,	
descifrando	
aquella	quemadura,	
y	escribí	la	primera	línea	vaga,	
vaga,	sin	cuerpo,	pura	
tontería,	
pura	sabiduría	
del	que	no	sabe	nada,	

I	did	not	know	what	to	say,	my	mouth	
had	no	way	
with	names,	
my	eyes	were	blind,	
and	something	started	in	my	soul,	
fever	or	forgotten	wings,	
and	I	made	my	own	way,	
deciphering	
that	fire,	
and	I	wrote	the	first	faint	line,	
faint,	without	substance,	pure	
nonsense,	
pure	wisdom	
of	someone	who	knows	nothing,	
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PERFORMANCE	NOTES	

Accidentals	follow	conventional	rules:	they	apply	throughout	the	bar	to	notes	in	the	same	
octave	and	the	same	stave.	

Piano:	

Pedal	markings	are	suggestions	only:	in	general,	try	to	use	as	much	pedal	as	possible	
without	allowing	the	sound	to	become	muddy.	

Strings:	

All	tremolo	markings	are	unmeasured	and	fast	as	possible.		

Start	all	glissandi	and	portamenti		immediately	at	the	beginning	of	the	note	value.	

Please	contact	the	publisher	with	any	questions:	

Email:	mail@ursaminormusic.com	
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